Q.

ooked on Orchids

EA HARTLEY hen he wasn't watching his players shoot hoops, former Philadelphia 76ers
- awner Fitz Eugene Dixon, Jr., often was eyeballing orchids. That's right,
orchids. At one point he was president of the American Orchid Society and

hia orchid collection was worth mue tian $1 myllion.

Chris Rehmann understands that kind of commitment 1o the legendary plant.
“Once you get involved with orchids, it’s difficult not to hecome passionate about
it,” he said recently while strolling inside his backyard greenhouse in Hammonton,

- Acivil environmental engineer who {s partner at the firm of Adams. Rehmann &
Heggen, Rehmann got hooked during a vacation in Hawaii in 1982. He saw orchids,
“He bought two orchid plants. And now he has 2000 orchid plants that impress and
 destress him.
e He doesn’t sell them. Ever.
“My office is on the White Horse Pike in Hammonton; | don’t want to start another
business,” he said. “My orchids are my pleasure and their beauty is breathtaking.”
What he does sell is the hobby of raising orchids and the beauty of the plants. As
current president of the American Orchid Society, Rehmann would consent to an
interview only if the writer agreed to include Information about the orchid society,
He explalned: "Our mission is to promote and support passion for orchids though




education and research, We are committed
to conservation projects, funding research
and educating people how to grow better
orchids.”

Rehmann said when he decided 10
become a judge in orchid competitions,
his golf game got pushed to the back
burner, though he still plays. He spent
three years of study and three vears on
probation as a judge, now he travels 10
judge competitions in many spots he
may never have seen otherwise, "Golf is
intense competition,” he said. “The main
point of the orchid show is not really to
compete, but to show the accomplish-
ments of the grower. Evervone seems 1o
enjoy the other’s successes.”

Walt Orr, owner of Waldor, an orchid
nursery and store based in Linwood, said
Rehmann first entered his store with ques-
tions typical of an orchid novice, “They
are worried that the plant won't survive
because they are thought to be fragile,” he
said, when in fact they are quite hardy.

“1 think he is one of the [society’s| best
presidents we have ever had. He has taken
a personal interest in increasing our mem-
bership and through his efforts we're
exhibiting this vear at the Philadelphia

International Flower Show for the first
time in modern history.”

Orchids are “in,” said Rehmann and “it
has become quite fashionable 10 decorate
vour home with orchids,"” he sald. His tip:
If you buy a $20 plant at Home Depot (or
wherever), the flowers will stay fresh for
about two months if properly cared for. A
flower arrangement may last only about
one week

Many plants that are in bloom have
been placed in a small greenhouse off his
kitchen, while the kitchen itself houses a
spectacular rainbow of red, vellow, green,
pink, blue, and white orchids, giving off a
sweet fragrance. He said that not all or-
chids smell as sweet. Some have no fra-
grance at all and others have an offensive
odor similar to that of rotting meat. This is
a result of being pollinated by a fly.

Looking younger than his 70 years,
Rehmann credits his wife for taking care
of him and his hobby for decompressing
him after eight hours of work and
evenings spent at council meetings, where
the firm founded by his father represents
many municipalities. “"Sometimes after a
particularly stressful meeting that runs
quite long, there is nothing better than to

Orchids

Origin of name
From the Orkhis, Greek for "testi-
cle,” which the root sometimes re-
sembles

Number of species
28,000, plus 200,000 hybrids
lixed species)

High-priced species

Endangered type of Ladyslipper
Species grown ona mountain in
Bomeo, One plant price: $10,000

Big business number
2007 Taiwan Orchid Show sold
$78.7 million in orchids to suppliers

Men and orchids
Of 25 trustees of the 13,500-mem-
ber American Orchid Sociely, 15 are

mamn. prasigant. Amevican

Burlington Country Club

“The Best Kept Secret In South Jersey”

urlington CC is a private country club with immaculate course conditioning and
golf for all playing levels and ages from challenging black tees of over 6700

yards, to comfortable tees of 5500 yards and three other intermediate distances.
Membership openings for all categories of member are now available at cost levels that
are traditionaily among the most competitive in the area; this year, our membership
plan offerings are even more inviting!

Muitiple categories of golf and social memberships are available, including
individual, family, junior and “intermediate” plans for ages 21 through
35 if you are looking for a friendly home course, staffed with PGA
club professionals, practice facilities that are the finest in the area
and at a cost that cannot be matched, we are for you!
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Contact Sara at 609-267-1886 for membership information or e-mail
BCCqolfshop@comcast. net and request information. Be sure and visit
our web site at burlingtoncenj.org for a full tour of our facilities and
membership opportunities.

Burlington Country Club = 170 Burrs Road, Mount Holly, NJ 08060
www.burlingtoncenj.org




walk into the greenhouse, turn the lights
pn and tinker with the plants a little bit
because it is stress relieving,” he said.

Rehmann's firm provides civil and
environmental engineering, land survey-
ing, environmental planning and land-
scape architecture. One service it provides
Is integrating digital images of tax maps
with land use databases. As a result, he
said: “If I'm doing a road program, our
firm can easily go and notify everyone
who lives on the road we are going to
pave, explain what we will do, how long
it will take and tell them that we won't be
back for 20 years. When people are
informed about what is going on, they
make every effort to be tolerant of having
their street torn up.”

Rehmann’s efficiency as an engineer
has aided him in his care of the orchids.
He said he has streamlined the feeding
and watering of his multitude of plants
with an automated system. He has to
spend only about six hours a week super-
vising this system and doing some re-pot-
ting. The rest of the time is pure fun.

Orchids grow on every continent but
Antarctica and it is believed that orchids
probably co-existed with the dinosaurs.
The plants are unique because the seeds
they produce contain no nutrients and
the orchid requires mycorrhizal fungi to
germinate. Less than one tenth of one
percent of all seeds produced in the wild
will find the source of nutrition that they
need to germinate, Very few hobbyists
attempt to grow from seed since it requires
sterile conditions.

Orchids are also classified as Epiphytical,
which means they depend on another
plant for support, but not for food. In the
wild they grow on trees. Rehmann walks
around his greenhouse, with fans huw-
ming to circulate the air, and holds a plant
pot. His orchids, he said, grow in bark
chips, not soil, except for one plant that
he displays, that grows from a short section
of tree branch.

The engineer described a trip to
Ecuador that included a view from atop a
hill overlooking a valley of blooming
orchids. From his expression, it was clear
that Chris Rehmann considered that
beautiful scene at least a few notches
above the tee view of the best fairway on
the best golf course in the world.

“Orchids,” he said. "are the queen of
flowering plants.” H
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Congratulates
RoBerT W. HOEY,

First Vice President / Wealth Management
Recognized as a
2010 FIVE STAR Best in
Client Satisfaction Wealth Manager™™
in the November, 2010 edition of
Philadelphia Magazine
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The hist of 2010 FIVE STAR Wealth Managers is an clite group,
0 representing less than two percent of the wealth managers in
FIVE STAR 7 A :
Sy the Philadelphia area. Jannev is proud to have Bob as one of
our leading financial advisors, and salute his accomplishment,
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1010 Kings Highway South, Floor 2, Cherry Hill, NJ 08054
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L S s gl S S

APPLIANCE & TV

What our customers say: Become & Lakes

PRICE VIP customer
“They did my kitchen in 1985, again in 1998 2nd again Froclies, QISComds, £lass-out Rerms
this sumemer, Best prces anywhere.™ — Bob £, Medfond T R R =
i U e s
SERVICE TR
“Their service department is the best. Hard 10 find sales Mis [
 carvice thedd i ™~ herry Hi 3.50.7
& service these days.” — Ben A, Cherry Hill < . % -
SELECTION - T -
. - Tax
“Not all appliances are created equal. [ tell them what | ” 'y \&‘
need and they give me great advice. 1've never been ~ £ .
unhappy with them.” - Mitch M., Medjord Bring in this ad
SATISFACTION Jor a free gift!
"My wife loves these guys!™ — Rich, Lumberton (First 100 customers)

The Original Lakes Appliance + 609.265.6888 + 79A Washington St.. Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
609-654-8667 » [ronstone Village, Medford, NJ 08055



